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The stacked-stone fireplace is a talking point in the living room.
Sketch ‘Island’ modular sofa and ottoman, Tully coffee table,
Natadora ‘Fable’ ottoman and Elle ‘Block’ side table, all Globe
West. Walls painted Dulux Natural White. Fireplace in Alpine
Dry Stone and Howqua Freeform claddinggEco Outdoor.
Hearth is honed bluestone. The antique jugs are from South
Africa. Off-white gloss wall tiles (in kitchen), Signorino. White
Canary artwork by Dean Bowen. »
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erhaps not surprisingly, global influences
permeate the Mornington Peninsula
getaway of Stephen Mendel, co-founder
of furniture company Globe West, and his
wife, Tanya. When he first saw the five-
bedroom house in 2018, it evoked happy
memories of his childhood. “Warm and welcoming, it
was reminiscent of traditional farmhouses in South
Africa’s Western Cape, where I grew up,” he says of their
solid masonry, pitched roofs and architectural detailing.

And a more recent stay at the bohemian Bairro Alto
Hotel in Lisbon became the inspiration for the subsequent
renovation. “The warmth, relaxed vibe and quirky design
allmade alasting impression on us,” says Stephen. Adding
to that, his company’s globally inspired furniture (hence
its name) is peppered throughout. So it’s little wonder
the couple, their two adult daughters, Gaby and Asha,
and cavoodle Milly, visit at every opportunity.

“Welove the area,” says Stephen. “It’s close to the beach,
but still feels rural and we’re in walking distance of the
general store and wineries. And, because the house is
equidistant between our offices and our city home, we
can share our time equally between the two.”

The couple was looking for a retreat that they could
use in summer and winter, and which catered to the
vagaries of Victoria’s mercurial weather. But the original
1980s house needed a total update. “Being an older home,
with just two bathrooms for five bedrooms, it didn’t have
the ratio that would make it a comfortable entertaining
space for our family plus visitors,” says Stephen. “And
the ceiling heights were low, so you couldn’t take
advantage of the incredible views and sunsets.”

They hired long-time friend Russell Casper of Casper
Architecture & Design (CAD) to work his magic on the
spaces. “Stephen and Tanya asked me to design a casual
but sophisticated family retreat, taking full advantage
of the view,” says Russell. The brief stipulated two distinct
areas - living spaces and sleeping quarters, with a clear
demarcation between the two. “We wanted a space where
we could all congregate as a family, but also enjoy »

TOP Stephen and Tanya in the kitchen. Sketch ‘Odd’ stools,
Globe West. Futura pendants, Mondo Luce. Benchtops in
Atlantic Pearl and Sea Pearl on island, Corsi & Nicolai. Joinery in
Dulux Currency Creek, Ausmade Joinery. Wyndam limestone
tiles, Eco Outdoor. LEFT Natadora ‘Starling’ chairs and
Woodland ‘Bowl’ low stool, both from Globe West, in the living
room. OPPOSITE Vases, Morning Light by Emily Heysen takes
centrestage, beautifully complemented by a Linea ‘Oslo’ dining
table, Sketch ‘Poise’ dining chairs, Harper buffet, Tepih ‘Stitch’
rug and a Lark basket, all from Globe West.

“WARM AND WELCOMING, I'T WAS REMINISCENT
OF TRADITIONAL FARMHOUSES IN SOUTH AFRICAS
WESTERN CAPE, WHERE I GREW UP” Stephen Mendel, owner
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Texture rules in the main bedroom which features a
V-groove wall treatment, luxe bedlinen from Aura
Home and a fluted bedside cabinet. Felix ‘Slope’ bed
and Benjamin ‘Ripple’ bedside table, both Globe West.
Starlight pendant, Mondo Luce. Signature ‘|aro’ carpet
installed by Carpet Logistics. Ceramics by Katherine
Mahoney. Artwork by John Lloyd. OPPOSITE TOP
LEFT In the powder room, the Elle ‘Oval’ mirror and
Boden ‘Speckle’ vase are both from Globe West. Wall
tiles, Signorino. Benchtop in Sea Pearl, Corsi & Nicolai.
OPPOSITE TOP RIGHT An Avery ‘Croft’ chair from
Globe West occupies a corner of the main bedroom.
Joinery, Kerry & Co. OPPOSITE BOTTOM LEFT &
RIGHT A Southport ‘Diablo’ stool and Lark ‘Woven’
bowls, both from Globe West, round off a stylish guest
bathroom. Wall tiles, Signorino. Vanity in Elba marble,
Corsi & Nicolai. Kado ‘Lux’ bath, Reece. »
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our privacy. And we wanted the house to flow seamlessly
from inside to outside and be equally as comfortable in
summer as it is in winter.”

Leaving a double-storey wing housing the bedrooms
virtually intact, he replaced its timber windows with
double-glazed aluminium in smart matt black and
remodelled the bathrooms. “It was structurally sound
and well placed - we knew we could work with it,” he says.
But Russell demolished the single-storey wing to make
way for a one-level extension that embraces living and
dining areas, kitchen, laundry, mud room and garage.
With its wall-to-wall glazing and lofty ceilings, it makes
the most of the sweepingvistas, which include views to the
new pool as part of an indoor-outdoor connection.

The interiors are a nod to Stephen’s past as well as the
home’s location. “We wanted a farmhouse feel, with
texture and warmth created from different materials.
It’s quite distinct to our city home, which is contemporary,”
he says. “Instead of modern finishes, we preferred antique
brass tapware and other traditional fittings and used
colour in the joinery and paintwork to create warmt

With its stacked-stone cladding, limestone flooring
blackbutt V-groove ceilings, and its embracing of soft
greens, tans and warm greys, the materials palette was
driven by the colours and textures of the area. “It was
great to see that Stephen and Tanya were keen to explore
natural materials, in colours of the landscape and with
nothing engineered,” says Russell.

Not surprisingly, the home is a showpiece for furniture
from the firm that Stephen founded and runs with brother
Alan. “We love our large Sketch modular sofa, where we
can sit back and relax while enjoying the fire with a glass
of red,” he says. “The textural Harper buffet and the Tully
coffee table are also among our favourite pieces.”

The couple spends most of their time in the family
room, which extends onto the deck and pool area. “It’s
the perfect place to take in the sunset, in summer and
winter, and delivers total relaxation,” says Stephen. “It
was important that the pool blend seamlessly into the
landscape and this has since become our happy place
to enjoy time away from our everyday routine.”

That room also houses the home’s signature fireplace,
with its striking stonework chimney. “It’s spectacular,
like an enormous piece of art,” he says. “Each piece
was carefully placed to fit like a jigsaw.” Just like this
multi-faceted home, which, from the living room to the
pool and the fire pit, has become the perfect fit for the
couple, their family and friends. >
Casper Architecture & Design, Malvern, Victoria;

(08) 9500 9599 or casperarchitecture.com.au.
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the olive trees. OPPOSITE TOP LEFT Sedum
‘Autumn Joy’ adds a burst of colour near
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the orchard. OPPOSITE TOP RIGHT & , ?' -
BOTTOM RIGHT The exterior, painted "7“ ”!-
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Dulux Grey Port, is framed by a mature

stand of radiata pine flanking the driveway.

OPPOSITE BOTTOM LEFT The hallway’s

oak door was made by LBA Joinery. Lining

boards in Haymes Paint Hazy Hills. Original \
Baltic pine board flooring stained in walnut.
Positano bench seat and Tepih round rug,
both Globe West. Vessel by South African
artist Louise Gelderblom. »
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LIFE & STYLE

From the Greek Islands to GETs, a few of Stephen Mendel's first and favourite things.

FIRST HOME? A weatherboard California bungalow with
alean-to kitchen, renovated to create an open-plan family home.

FAVOURITE DESTINATION? Our last trip was sailing
around the Greek Islands. Being able to experience the beauty of
the smaller islands like Milos and Serifos is hard to beat. But ltaly
is a close second... the food, the culture and the Milan Furniture
Fair, especially the Brera design district, keep me going back.

FAVOURITE COLOUR? I've always gravitated towards
shades of green, especially khaki and moss. They feel warm,
calming and remind me of nature.

FAVOURITE FURNITURE DESIGNER? Patricia Urquiola
(her Lilo armchair, 3). She’s incredibly versatile and has designed for
countless iconic brands across so many product segments.

FAVOURITE GLOBE WEST ITEM? The Classique dining
table (5) holds a special place in my heart — it was the first collection
broadly embraced. In saying that, my current favourite is the Artie
buffet —| love the organic shape and fun play on colour.

MOST UNFORGETTABLE MEAL? Tedesca Osteria in
Red Hill (2). The ambience, service and pairing of locally sourced
food and wine all contribute to an unforgettable experience.

FATL-SAFE DISH? For the safety of our friends and family,

| leave the cooking to Tanya. But | do make a mean gin and tonic.
My secret is using the herbs from our garden for a twist.
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FAVOURITE PAINTERS OR PHOTOGRAPHERS?
Tanya and | love to collect art from all our travels. It’s less about
the artist and more about the piece or experience. That said, Dean
Bowen (6) and Adriane Strampp (1) are two local artists we love.
PIECE OF MUSIC YOU CAN'T BE WITHOUT?

Easy answer — Scatterlings of Africa by Johnny Clegg and Savuka.
It reminds me of growing up in South Africa and my friends

now scattered around the world.

ITEM OF CLOTHING YOU MOST RELY ON?
Birkenstocks (7). Made famous by me before they were cool.
I have religiously worn them through five fashion cycles.
FAVOURITE LEISURE ACTIVITY? Eating, drinking
and exploring new restaurants. We love nothing more than
a long lunch with friends — followed by an afternoon nap.

DREAM CAR? A vintage convertible Mercedes 5605L (4).

[ love the clean lines and classic design. Oh, to dream!

CAREER HIGH? I am most proud of how Globe West
continues to evolve and its talented team — who inspire me
every day. An inability to travel to source inspiration has
allowed us to focus on our own design talent.

NEXT MAJOR PURCHASE? A mixed-media piece

by artist Joshua Yeldham is on the bucket list and | am
contemplating an electric vehicle. H&G

Riding School by Adriane Strampp (1), courtesy of King Street Gallery. White Canary (Crimson Wing) by

Dean Bowen (6), deanbowen.com.au. Photography from James Broadway (2).



