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'T'his gracious
residence
reprises the
beauty of its
glory days while
composing a
new story
embellished
with
contemporary
appointments
and arresting
artworks.
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THE STORIED HISTORY OF THIS HANDSOME ltalianate mansion dates back to the 1880s when Mouille walllights from Gt
it oceupicd a three-hectare block in Melbourne’s Toorak, complete with horse stables and a carr Cagirait  Crar CustomUidsey Adelman 1|
path. Commissioned by a banker, it has been home to some of Australia’s most prominent families : brass chandelier, Manuel \
and later served as reception rooms before being subdivided into flats and a boarding house. While

Geerniiblorosrphs fom |
its modifications have been as varied as its tenants, its architectural gentility has remained intact. Ralph Pucci LA,

After purchasing the property, the current owners also bought the block next door, so pl

involved amalgamating the two and building a tennis court on the
was relocated and a manicured garden by Paul Bangay took its plac

The home beckons with noble refinement right fr
mns, decorative frieze and elaborate balustraded p

ast side. To the west, the pool

m the portico frontage with its stop-fluted

apet. The original timber front door opens

col

directlyintoa wide, high corridor that s at once old and new, with architraves, cornices and intricate
tiling juxtaposed against abstract artwork and the interlocking curves of Porta Romana’s minimalist
copper chandeliers. Despite its high tenant turnover, the home ba

1y needed any restoration. Tts

New life was breathed into the study and formal dining room, but particular attention was paid to

the expansive sitting room and former ballroom. Thomas and his senior int

r designer, Carla
Barton, worked to create multipurpose pockets to break up the room’s vastness. To foster a sense of
intimacy, olive-green banquettes flank the fireplace and ‘Platner” stools perch by a circular table
nearby. Theres also a sculptural sofa in smoky ch

armehairs, and a games table with a pair of chairs

coal bouclé, a walnut dining table with leather
he bay window:

hisis a flexible space and you
don'tneed to move the furniture if you want to entertain. Its formal, but not precious,” says Thomas
Structural changes were made at the rear, with architeet Russell Casper of Casper Architecture

& Design enlisted to rebuild the once-congested

ca to accommodate a butler’s pantry, kitchen,
nsition between the spaces. Glass blade walls
define the kitchen’s perimeter while embracing light and transparency

family room and meals area. Now, there’s a smooth t

A mahogany staircase leads to the first floor, with a dramatic 8.5m disc pendant light dropping
through the double height and a striking artwork by Jonny Niesche set against detailed mouldings
and ornamental panels. The upstairs footprint of a stud;

nd four bedrooms has remained essentially
the same, with the laundry, guest bedroom and ensuite extended and rebuile. Colour s used liber
in these rooms, with everything from mossy green in the
nd “Dior Gr.
ad as cupboa

Iy

study to petrol blue in the children's

bathroom

in the master bedroom, where Thomas also installed a pair of leather
panels that

«ds but are doors leading to a walk-in-robe and ensuite.

Just when all seems complete

an inconspicuous staircase is revealed, leading to a turret and
off

reflects Thomas. “But in a contemporary way.”

ga panoramic vista over Melbourne’s bustling urban landscape. *Its fun to live with history,”

thomashamel.con; casperarchitecture.com.aus paulbangay.com



/TOORAK/

vicToria

acontemporary wajy.”

205




This page The master
bedroom has a custom bed
and base upholstered in
Rossetti Fabrics ‘Calvia'
Vintage pendant light from
Nicholas & Alistair. Ocuffice
“lonik' stool from Criteria
beside custom daybed. Blue
Murano glass lamp from
Lucea Antiques. Opposite
page In the powder room
an ‘Orbit’ pendant light by
Workstead fioar nt of
mitors reflecting Aegaeum
Lazuite (Les larmes dEros)
artwork by Miles Hall from
Nicholas Thompson Gallery.
Walls painted in Porter's

Paints ‘Agra’
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is page The new

relocated pool. Opposite
page Think by John
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