
This page While playing up this home’s heritage charm and glamorous past, architect Russell Casper and interior designer Adelaide Bragg updated and 
refreshed its functionality and decoration. Chairs by William Yeoward from Cromwell were upholstered in Classic Cloth ‘Eastbourne Stripe’ fabric in Periwinkle 

from Tigger Hall Design. The kitchen table by Jonathan Charles is also from Cromwell, as are the ceramic vase and lattice bowl. Opposite page The home 
dates back to the early 1930s and key features such as the front door and cast-iron bell (although no longer in use) are still intact.

A hybrid of English Domestic Revival and French 
Provincial styles, this heritage home has been given 
a classic update without forsaking its 1930s charm.

History lesson
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G
rainy photography and faded pages do nothing to 
dispel the beauty of this grand Melbourne home in 
Toorak, clips of its pictorial debut in the 1934 issue 
of Australian Home Beautiful now a treasured 
possession of its owners. Built in the early 1930s, its 

then vendor was a Frenchman who made Australia home in the 
interwar years and wanted a residence where he could display 
his imported furniture. Built by respected architects Arthur 
and Hugh L. Peck, its architectural hybrid merges English 
Domestic Revival style with French Provincial accents. Thanks 
to owners past – entrepreneurs who brought artists to Australia 
to perform – the house has played host to international 
musicians, Hollywood actors and theatre types. 

Its colourful history boasts a veritable who’s who of 
entertainers enjoying its communal spaces: The Beatles, Cliff 
Richard, Bette Davis and Katharine Hepburn, not to mention 
local legends of the art world such as Rupert Bunny, Albert 
Tucker, the Boyds, Clifton Pugh and Robert Dickerson. 

For the last 18 years, the owners have delighted in the home’s 
heritage charm, but while the house worked well, it was in need 
of an update. The couple enlisted architect Russell Casper of 
Casper Architecture & Design and interior designer Adelaide 
Bragg of Adelaide Bragg & Associates who had worked on their 
family beach house some years earlier. Russell and Adelaide had 
never worked together but the collaboration turned out to be a 
fruitful one that has since led to other joint projects. The brief  » 

This page The kitchen was gutted and reoriented to accommodate a butler’s pantry. Transforma ‘Jeremy’ bar stools (with and without the backrest) from ArthurG 
upholstered in Kainos Sand from Grant Dorman. Ceramic bowl and lattice vase on kitchen island from Cromwell. Pendant lights from Miguel Meirelles Antiques. 
Kitchen benchtop in Bianco Statuario ceramic surface from Signorino. Tapware from Astra Walker in brushed nickel. Opposite page, from top In the family room 

the central ottoman in Schumacher ‘Antique Strie’ velvet in Aloe from Grant Dorman draws in the verdant green of the home’s surrounds. Armchair with footrest 
in Jean Monro ‘Auricula’ hand-block fabric in Coffee from Tigger Hall Design. Rattan chairs from Lincoln Brooks in Nicole Fabre Designs ‘South Creake’ in Mauve. 
Lamps by Bragg & Co. Curtains in Altamira ‘Portofino Oyster’. Sofa, side table and rug, clients’ existing. In the drawing room, vintage armchair re-upholstered in 

Jim Thompson ‘Asaya’ in Old Burgundy from Milgate. Out on the Hills artwork by Ernest Buckmaster. Walls papered in Thibaut ‘Beverly Hills’ grasscloth in Light Grey 
from Boyac. Ceramic pots on dresser from Cromwell. Mayan ‘Precious Cloud’ sisal rug from International Floorcoverings. Dresser, table and lamp, clients’ own.
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This page, clockwise from top left The library is set up for enjoying quiet reflection. Table lamp from Pigott’s Store. Vintage armchairs in the study upholstered in 
Colefax and Fowler fabric from Domus Textiles. Custom ottoman by Adelaide Bragg & Associates in Colefax and Fowler ‘Caron’ in Teal. Mayan ‘Precious Cloud’ sisal rug 
from International Floorcoverings. Curtains in Colefax and Fowler ‘Lindon’ in Leaf Green. Artwork by Aldo Giordani. Walls painted in custom Resene colour. Architraves, 
woodwork and fireplace in Resene ‘Spanish White’. The house sits within an expansive garden setting. Originally grass, the terrace has been laid in a brick herringbone 

pattern which is functional for the owners who use it for large-scale entertaining. In the drawing room, slipper sofa made by Wills Furniture to a design by Adelaide 
Bragg & Associates upholstered in Colefax and Fowler ‘Rory’ in Sea Green from Domus Textiles. Armchair, clients’ own. Hilltop View artwork by Jenni Mumford. Cushion 

in Jim Thompson ‘Ceylon’ in Berry from Milgate. Custom ottoman in Pierre Frey ‘Okinawa’ in Lilac from Milgate. Side table by Bragg & Co. Lampshade in cream silk 
from Cromwell. Walls papered in Thibaut ‘Beverly Hills’ grasscloth in Light Grey from Boyac. Rug is Mayan ‘Precious Cloud’ sisal rug from International Floorcoverings.

«  was to improve and refresh the functionality and decoration 
within the existing footprint and introduce new joinery and 
furnishings in tune with their traditional European taste. 

The curved feature portico at the base of a circular tower is 
framed by a halo of greenery and opens into a generous entry 
hall flanked by a living room, study and dining room. Running 
along the south side of the house are the communal spaces, 
renovated in 2000 to incorporate an open-plan kitchen and 
living room likely formed from a number of smaller rooms 
typical of the era. To bring it up to speed with modern-day 
living, the kitchen was reconfigured to integrate a scullery and, 
in the laundry off to the side, a mudroom was added.

Upstairs, the footprint is a mirror image of the ground floor 
and while it has mostly stayed in position, the master wing was 
reorganised for a more spacious bedroom, ensuite and walk-in 

robe. For her smallest client, Adelaide presented the couple’s 
12-year-old daughter with a pink-themed bedroom. “She came 
to the office and we ate chocolate cake and we showed her the 
design which she approved of. It’s a sweet room but designed 
with longevity in mind.” 

Intimate furniture groupings, often used for reading and 
relaxing with guests, are peppered throughout. “The house 
lends itself to these sorts of pit stops with different spaces and 
vignettes,” says the owner. It’s been done to great effect in the 
study with French Louis XV bergère-style armchairs arranged 
around the chateau-like fireplace and in the drawing room where 
two separate spaces have been carved out: a slipper sofa with 
ottoman on one side and cosy armchairs with a sofa on the other. 

Adelaide worked closely with the couple to build on their 
substantial art and furniture collection, selecting wallpaper,  » 

This page The balustrade in the entrance was originally a dark timber but has been painted white to contemporise and uplift 
the space. Lavium orvala botanical drawing by Franz Waldstein. Chair upholstered in Rose Tarlow ‘Dalcross’ in Summer Sun from 

Tigger Hall Design. Stair runner is ‘Tuscan Intrigue’ sisal from International Floorcoverings.
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S P E E D  R E A D
» Dating back to the early 1930s, this unique home is a hybrid of the 

English Domestic Revival style with French Provincial accents. 
» Over the years, the house has hosted a veritable who’s who of the 
entertainment and arts world. » The current owners had been living 

in the house for the last 18 years, basking in its traditional charm 
and accumulating a furniture collection in tune with their classically 

European taste. » A renovation in 2000 by prior owners had 
incorporated an open-plan kitchen and living room but it was in 
need of an update that would bring it up to speed with a more 

contemporary way of living. » The owners enlisted Russell Casper 
of Casper Architecture & Design to make changes that included a 

re-working of the kitchen with a new scullery and, upstairs, a better 
use of the master bedroom. » Adelaide Bragg of Adelaide Bragg 
& Associates worked on the furnishings, decoration, fabric and 
wallpapers, adopting a palette of plum, fern and petrol blue. 

» Tones of pistachio and sage green are prominent in honour of 
the revered garden and surrounding natural environment.

This page Master bedroom bedhead by Adelaide Bragg & Associates upholstered in Soleil Blue ‘Esmeralda’ from Unique Fabrics. Check cushion in Holland & 
Sherry ‘Savile Row’ from Milgate. Bedside table from Cromwell. Vaughan Designs table lamp from Domus Textiles. Stool covered in Decortex ‘Jazz’ from Domestic 

Textile. Mirror from Lydie du Bray. Walls papered in Sanderson ‘Laurel Trellis’ from Domestic Textile. Opposite page, from top The powder room is papered in 
Sanderson ‘St Albans Grove’ in Metallic Gold on Pearl from Domestic Textile. Benchtop in Caesarstone ‘Frosty Carrina’ and joinery in Resene ‘Pavlova’. Tapware 

from Astra Walker in brushed nickel. Custom mirror by Adelaide Bragg & Associates. In the child’s bedroom, bedhead by Adelaide Bragg & Associates upholstered 
in Anna Spiro Design ‘Grandma’s Quilt’ in Pale Pink from Elliott Clarke. Bedside table from Pottery Barn. Vaughan Designs sconce from Domus Textiles. Vintage 

armchair upholstered in Anna Spiro Design ‘Camona’ from Elliott Clarke. Window dressings are Blithfield ‘Pelham Stripe’ in Pink from Tigger Hall Design. 
«  window dressings and fabrics. “The bones of what they already 
had were really good and the quality was excellent so we didn’t 
want to just replace pieces for the sake of it – the idea was to add 
more layers to the existing foundation,” she says. While most of the 
antiques and rugs were retained, texture and colour was used in a 
contemporary way with new upholstery, neutral herringbone matt 
flooring and a streamlined new kitchen with a ‘Bianco Statuario’ 
ceramic benchtop. A clearly defined colour palette of plum, fern 
and petrol blue reigns supreme, with the conservatory-style living 
room awash in shades of green to mirror the garden beyond.

Sited on a steep slope, there are views out to the Dandenong 
Ranges and garden aspects are visible from nearly every room. 
The upper terrace, lined in a herringbone brick pattern is used 
regularly for entertaining, the natural surroundings hugging 
the house with verdant landscaping and centuries-old trees. 
With the environment such a major presence, Adelaide says it 
was vital that the interior colour palette in the family room 
harmonised with the garden. “We selected tones of pistachio 
and sage green to marry everything together. From there, we 
chose tonal fabrics and wallpaper with print and pattern. This 
house really isn’t like anything else around. It’s gentle and 
pretty – and seriously charming.”   #  

adelaidebragg.com.au; casperarchitecture.com.au
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